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For tie Herald rf Freedom.

Appeal to the Citizens of Missouri.
A PAKODT.

lien of Mi?ran ! "who inherit
Biht that cost our tires their blood,

The blood of those who e'er shall merit
The 1 ighest pra'we o'er land and flood ;

By the foea they 've fonht uncounted,
Anil the glorious deeds they've done,

captured breaches mounted
Jsavies conquered Freedom won.

Yet remember, ye shall gather
Hence but fruitless wreathes of fame,

If the patriotism of our fathers
Glow not in your hearts the same.

What are monuments of bravery,
Where no public virtue bloom t

What avail, in lands of Slavery,
Trophied Temples, or a martyr' tomb f

Brothers 1 let the world revere us
'

For oar people's rights and. lata,
And the breasts of civic heroes

Bared in Freedom's holy cause.
We're the sons of sires that baffled

Crowned and mitred tyranny ;
Tbey defied the field and scaffold

For their birthrights, so will we. II.
Kansas Territory, Feb. 27th, 1S56.

Jlje tyfe of ifas!
Governor's Message.

FeUov Citizen of the Senate
and House of Representatives :

Having been chosen by the people to
occupy the Executive Chair of the new

jState of Kansas, it becomes my duty,
lander the Constitution, to communicate
ftothe General Assembly the condition of
p sm of. tha tevnoTTecommeno:
Wh measures as I shall deem expedient
joriiieir acwuu. uue grauiuua w iue
people for the confidence their suffrages
ierinced and for the honor bestowed, will

ndace me to enlist all my enegies in
Jiheir service, inexperience in public life
and a lack of ability and information will
cause me to speak with

.
diffidence upon

.1 1 l ime various suojeccs to wnicn your atten
tion will be invited.

The organization of a new govern-
ment is always attended with more or less
difficulty, and should, under the most
favorable circumstances, enlist the learn- -

jing, judgment and prudence of the
1 wisest men in all its departments; the
I most skillful workmanship is requisite,

chinery may be adapted to its fellow,
and that a harmonious whole, without
jar or blemish, may be the result. In
Kansas especially is this a most delicate and
difficult. task. Our citizens are from ev-

ery State in the Union, and from nearly
every country on the globe, and their in-

stitutions, religion, education, habits and
tastes are as various as their origin. Also
in our midst are several independent nat-

ions, and on our borders, both west and
cast, are outside invaders,

In our mutual endeavors to set in mot-

ion a State government, we hat e a com-
mon chart for our guide, the Constitut-
ion. The duties of the General Assem-
bly, as designated by this instrument,
are:

To provide for the encouragement of
vacation and Religion ;
. The registration of electors ;

To provide for the returns of elec
uons :

For the election of officers ;
For the filling of vacancies :
For the number of Senators and Rep

resentatives ;
For apportionment : i
Against special legislation ;
For publication of laws ;
For taking the census :

1 For salaries of officers ;

j or burveyor General, State Geologist,
rd Superintendent of Common Schools;

for Judicial Districts and jurisdiction
H Courts;

for publication of decisions of Su- -
reme Court;

or duties 0f Clerk and Reporter of
opreme Court; .
For School Fund. TTnirrifv Nnrml

pools, ,fec.;
I 'or State Asylums for blind, deaf,
F0!), insane. idint an1 u nmr
I For Houses of Refuge for juvenile of--

far Stale general Hospital ;
,w oeat of ixovernment and State

rliaitU;
tiaance and Taxation ;
Counties, County, City and Town

o commissioners to arrange rules of
ractjca

Bureau of Statistics and e accur

al of Agriculture ;
To ecsre the separate property and

7 of children to wife:
election of two United States'

IBiaisandBankin?
hJj 'Ademption of certificates of in--lh-

; ni for enforcement of the
aof theBUlof RighU.

CTf to provide for; the exclusion of

uJ250 of ihe Pecnle. common
fbSt?Q(,n' is P&Uadium of our
tJT- - Without 'tins: fre instil- -
fptiJ?0t exist with it, tyranny, and
pSSS?
JatterT? i.

8I8teia of education; is a
I corrective and pre-- STh??' degradation' and
0 efbl r11 poor-hous- e, bouse of
Wik FQlentiary. 1 ; This subject
lour 1H; to ceivo its full share of

That tha common

4

school may be put on a permanent basis,
the proceeds of the School Lands or oth-

er educational income should be care-

fully husbanded, till a fund shall ac-

cumulate amply sufficient to give to ev-

ery child in the State a liberal common
school education.

Second only to the common school in
importance, are the University and Nor-
mal Schools. For these, also, the Con-

stitution suggests that you provide at an
early day.

Of the Public Charitable Institutions
named in the Constitution, a General
State Hospital calls most urgently for
consideration. In a new country many
must necessarily suffer from sickness and
poverty, and m the present unsettled
condition of the People, it is eminently
proper that the State should provide for
their relief.

The subject of finances add taxation
is one of primary importance in every
State, and particularly in a new one.
Onerous taxes and large indebtedness
should be guarded against as far as pos-
sible, and economy, without niggardly
parsimony, should be the rule of action.
For the present state of the finances,
you are referred to the report of the . Ex-

ecutive Committee.;
Exposed as our citizens are to the

scalping-knif- e of the savage on the' west,
and to the revolver and hatchet of the
assassin on the east, a thorough and
early organization of the Militia is ur-

gently called .for. By the Constitution
this duty devolves upon the General
Assembly. Measures should at once be
taken" to encourage the organization of
volunteer , companies, and to procure
the arms to which theState is entitled.

The disposition of the Public - Lands
is a matter for serious consideration
Under existing laws they belong to the
General Government, and are used as a
source of revenue. The policy of such
a use is at lest questionable. The
amount received into the" Treasury from
the sale of puhc lands is inconsiderable,
amounting in the aggregate to about
82,000,000 annually.

This sum, distributed among the
States where the lands are situated,
would aid essentially the cause of educa-
tion, or the establishment of charitable
institutions, but is entirely unnecessary
in the already overflowing Treasury of
the General Government. Even as a
matter of revenue, the Treasury gains
nothing by selling the public domain to
the people, for the principal revenue is
derived from the products of the soil,
and these will be increased as the num-

ber ofland-holder- s increases, and in pro
portion to the capital invested in its cul
tivation. The 81,25 per acre laid out
on the land --will produce far more rev
enue to the Government in a few years,
than if deposited in the Treasury. The
true policy for any government is to give
to every citizen who will cultivate it, a
farm without price, and secure it to hira
for a permanent homestead. Especially
should the citizen who deprives himself
of the blessings of home and civilization
for a time, to reclaim the wilderness that
it may be added to the Commonwealth,
be allowed his land gratis.

But if the land must be sold and the
proceeds applied to defray expenses of
government, the fetate should be the re
cipientand not the General Government.
Every newState must incur extraordinary
expenses in setting its government in mo-

tion. It has its public edifices, State
house, Asylums, Penitentiary, Univer-
sities, School houses, Railroads, fcc, to
construct, and limited means at com-
mand. Should Congress in its wisdom,
donate, as we have reason to believe it
will, all the public lands of Kansas to the
State, it will then be the duty of the
Assembly to dispose of them. In such
an event, by donating 160 acres as a
homestead to each resident of five years,
and allowing no one person to purchase
of the State more than 160 acres addi-
tional, the State would become rapidly
settled, and at the same time secure a
fund for educational and oilier purposes
equal to its necessities.

The indiscriminate sale of intoxica
ting drinks in a State like Kansas, where
are numerous Indian tribes, is product
ive of much , mischief. Some tribes
within our borders are still uncivilized,
and indulge their appetites without re-

straint, while many of the other , tribes
are equally unfortunate. It is a duty we
owe to me Indian that we not only culti-
vate the most friendly intercourse, but
that we protect him from injury; and
this Subject should not be overlooked by
uie ueneral Assembly.

The use of intoxicating drinks as" a
beverage impairs the health, morals.
good order and prosperity of any com- -

muimjr, auu tuu ir&xac in mem is an un-

mitigated 'aril, and it is for the Legisla-
ture in its wisdom to adopt such meas
ures &s shall best secure . the public wel- -

tare. . . - ...
It will be remembered that a skeleton

of a government still exists in our midst,
under. the Territorial form, and although
this was but the foreshadowing of a new
and better covenant,' collision with it
should be carefully guardeo! against A
Territorial government is transient in its
nature, only waiting , the action of the
People to form a government of. their
own. i his action has been tagen by the
people of Kansas, and it only remains
lor the General Government to suspend
its Territorial appropriations, recall its
officers and admit Kansas into the Union
as a sovereign State.

The reasons why th Territorial gof--

ernment should be suspended and Kan
sas admitted into the Union as a State,
are various. In the first place, it is not
a government of the People. The hx- -
ecutive and Judicial officers are imposed
upon the people by a distant power, and
the officers thus imposed are foreign to
our sou, and are accountable, . not the
people, but to an Executive 2000 miles
distant American citizens have for a
long time been accustomed to govern
themselves and to have a voice in the
choice of their officers, but in a Terri-
torial government they not only have no
voice in choosing some of their omcers,
but are deprived of a vote for the officer
who appoints them.

Again ; Governments are instituted
for the good and protection of the gov
erned, but the Territorial government of
Kansas has been, and still is, an instru-
ment of oppression and tyranny un-

equalled in the history of our Republic.
The only officers that attempted lo ad-

minister the laws impartially have been
removed, and persons substituted who
have aided in our subjugation. Such
has been the conduct of the officers and
the people of a neighboring State, either
intentionally or otherwise, that Kansas
to-da- y is without a single law enacted by
the people of the Territory. Not a man
in the country will attempt to deny that
every election had under the Territorial
government was carried by armed inva-
ders from an adjoining State, and for the
purpose of enacting laws in opposition
to the known wishes of the people.

The Territorial government should be
wtihdrawn because it is inoperative. The
officers of the law permit all manner of
outrages and crime to be perpetrated by
the invaders and their 'friends with im-

punity, while the citizens proper are nat-
urally law-abidi- and order-lovin- g, dis-

posed rather to sufler than do wrong.
Several of the most aggravated murders
on record have been committed, but as
long as the murderers are on the side of
the oppressors no notice is taken of
them. Not one of the whole number
has been brought to justice, and not one
will be by the Territorial officers. While
the marauders are thus in open violation
of all . law, nine-tenth- s of the people
scorn to recognize as law the enactments
of a foreign body of men, and would
sooner lose their right arms than bring
an action in one of their misnamed
courts. Americans can suffer death,
but not dishonor, and sooner than the
people will consent to recogaize the
edicts of lawless invaders as laws, their
blood will mingle with the waters of the
Kansas and this Union be rolled together
in civil strife.

Not only is the Territorial government
the instrument of oppression and subju-
gation of the people, but under it there
is no hope of relief. The organic act
permits the Legislature to prescribe the
qualification of voters, and the
Legislature has provided that no man
shall vote in any election who will not
bow the knee to the dark image of Slave-

ry, a'nd appointed officers for the term of
four years to see that this provision is
carried out. .Thus nine-tenth- s of the
citizens are disfranchised and debarred
from acting under the Territorial gov-
ernment if they would.

Even if allowed to vote, the Chief Ex-

ecutive of the country says he has no
poVer to protect the ballot-bo- x from in-

vaders, and if the people organize to
protect themselves, his appointees inti-
mate that they must be disarmed and put
down; hence, whether allowed .to vote
or not, there is no opportunity for the
people of the Territory to rule under the
present Territorial government. Indeed,
the laws are so made and construed that
the citizens of a neighboring State are
legal voters in Kansas, and of course no
United States force can be brought
against them. They are by law entitled
to invade us and control our elections.

According to the Organic Act the
people have a right to elect a Legisla-
ture, and that Legislsture has a right- - to
make laws, establish courts, and do ev-

erything but choose their Executive and
Supreme Judicial officers. If they
have the right to do the one, they un-

doubtedly shonld have the right to do
the others The principle of Squatter
Sovereignty, upon which this act is said
to be based, knows no distinction be-

tween the power to legislate and the pow-

er to adjudicate or execute. If the right
of one department of Government is in-

herent in the people, so is the other. On
this subject there is high authority! Gen.
Cass, in the Senate, said : " The gov-
ernment of the United States is one of
limited authority, vested with no powers
not expressly granted or not necessary to
the proper execution of such as are."

" There is no provision in the Con-

stitution granting any powers of legisla-
tion over the 'Territory or other property
of the United States,' except such as re-

lates to its 'regulation and disposition
Political jurisdiction is entirely with-
held, nor is there any just implication
which can supply this defect of original
authority." - y -

Again he says "I shall vote for the en-

tire interdiction of all Federal action ov-

er this general "question, under any "cir-

cumstances that may occur." But the
Executive and' Judiciary, of Kansas re
the creatures of the Federal Government
and under its control, and the Governor
has a negatiya legislative power equal to
two-thir- of both branches of the Legis-

lature, leaving to the people of tha Terri-
tory only one-thir- d of one of the threa de
partments of government and to the
ueneral Government au of two .depart- -.

ments, and two-thir- of the other.
Also, he says, "Leave the people who

will be affected by this question, (Slave-

ry.) to adjust it upon their own responsi-
bility and in their own manner, and we
shall render another tribute to the origi-
nal principles of our government, and
furnish another guaranty, for its perma-nanc-y

and prosperity." But how can
this or any other question be adjusted by
the people, while ruled by a foreign Exec-
utive and Judiciary?

Mr. Douglas says, I have always
held that the people have a right to settle
these questions as they choose, not only
when they come into the Union as a State,
but that they should-b- e permitted to do
so while a. Territory." If the people
have this right then the .Federal Gov-

ernment has no right to interfere with it,
and the people of Kansas have a right to
demand that the present Territorial Gov-
ernment of Kansas be withdrawn, and
that they be allowed to choose all their
officers.

Mr. Henn, of Iowa, in Congress, said,
M,I would that Congress would recognize
the doctrine of Squatter Sovereignty in
its length and breadth ; that the citizen,
wherever he .may settle, if on Ameri-

can soil, shall have all the rights and
privileges 'of citizenship, and be consult-
ed by Executives, as well as by Representa-
tives. This would be right. This would
be simple Justice. It is a doctrine that
was broadly asserted, , and with firmness
maintained, by the Fathers of our Re-

public."
In the organic act of the Territory,

Sec. 14, is the following : " It being the
true intent and meaning of this act not to
legislate Slavery into any- - Terntcry or
State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to
leave the people thereof perfectly free to

form and regulate their domestic institu
tions in their own way, subject only to
the Constitution of the United States."

But how can this " intent" be carried
out with an Executive and Judiciary, and
two-thir- of the Legislative power in op-

position to the will of the people, and
with an overwhelming invasion at every
election by permission of these officers ?

In the President's Annual Message to
Congress, for the current year, he says,
"In the counsels of Congress there was
manifested extreme antagonism of opin
ion and action between some representa
tives who sought, by the abusive and un-

constitutional employment of the legis
lative powers of the government, to inter-

fere in the condition of inchoate States,
and to impose their own social theories
upon the latter ; and other representa
tives, who repelled the , interposition of
the General Government in this respect,
and maintained the rights
of the States. In truth, the thing at
tempted was, in form alone, the action of
the General Government, while in real
ity it was the endeavor, by abuse of leg
islative power, to force the ideas of inter
nal policy, entertained by particular States,
upon allied independent fetates. Once
more. the Constitution and the Union tri-

umphed signally. The new Territories
were organized without restrictions on
the disputed point, and were thus left to
judge in that particular for themselves."

If it would have been "abuse of legis
lative power" for Congress to u force the
ideas of internal policy entertained by
particular States," upon Kansas, by what
reasoning aoes ne justny ' me executive
in the exerciso of that power ? That the
officials of his appointment are to-d- en
deavoring to do this very thing against
the sentiment of a large majority of the
people, cannot admit of a doubt
. Again he says, " The measure of its
repeal (Missouri Compromise) wa? the
final consumation and complete recogni-
tion of the principle, that no portion of
te United States shall undertake,
through assumption of the powers of the
General Government, to dictate the so-

cial institutions of any other portion.'.'
The people of Kansashave reason to feel

that the "complete recognition" of the
principle, unless carried into practice, is
of no avail to them, and that the recogni-
tion of this principle by Congress, while
the opposite is acted upon by the Execu-
tive, would be simple mockery.

Once more; "If the friends of the Con-

stitution are to have another struggle, its
enemies could not present a more accept-
able issue than that of a State whose con-

stitution clearly embraces a republican
form of government being excluded
from the Union because its domestic in-

stitutions may not in all respects comport
with the ideas of what is wise and expe
dient entertained in .some other State.",
" If a new . State, formed from the Terri-

tory of the United States, be absolately
excluded from admission - therein, that
fact of itself, constitutes the disruption of
union between it and the other. States.
But the process of dissolution could
not stop there. Would not a sectional
decision, producing such result by a ma
jority of votes, either Northern or South- -

era, oi necessity-- Qxive ouime oppressea
and aggrieved minority, and place in pre-

sence of , each other, two irreconcilably
hostile confederations i - - -

Thus it. will be seen by the highest
Democratic authority in the country, that
the people of Kansas have, a right to de-

mand tha removal of tha present oppres-
sive .Territorial Government and : also
that they be admitted into, the Union as
an equal and independent State., :, ,
r Knowing that one great party m Con-
gress with the President at its head, was
in principle committed-;- , to cur defense,
and believing that aany from -- tha other
parties would, if not from r principle, as
an act ofjustice, N induced to Jock upon

I us with favor, we had a right to antici- -
pate a" speedy termination of our present

j thralldom. However, owing to an ap-
parent misunderstanding of the Consti-
tutional movement in Kansas, the Presi-
dent intimates in a special message that
Congress must interfere and make the
people undo what with great care and
expense, they have so well done. This
message,' as it refers exclusively to Kan-
sas, should receive some attention from

'the General Assembly. Kansas men,
"Squatter Sovereignty" men, cannot
fail to be somewhat surprised at its pur--,
port. It is somewhat belligerent in ' its
tone, threatening to bring against the
people of Kansas the army and navy of
the United States, and should this force
be inadequate to the task, the militia of

; the several States is to be brought into
! requisition to compel the people to sub-- j
mit to what they do not recognize as laws,

; and to laws, according to his own sliow- -
j ing, the people of Missouri, with the aid of
the Executive which he appointed, have
enacted. But it is to be hoped that by the
time his forces are raised and marched into
the Territory he will find, like his Excel-
lency Governor Shannon, that the peo-
ple are not so deserving of annihilation
as he had supposed. .

The President gives the details of the
invasions of Kansas and the .

Gov-

ernor's connection therewith, and
does not deny that the Territo-
rial Legislature was elected by the people
of Missouri; but because the Governor,
his appointee, chose to grant certificates
of election to a majority of persons elect-
ed by the people of a neighboring State,
therefore their laws are binding upon the
people. To strengthen his argument he
might have accused the Governor of
still further complicity with the invaders,
and have said that although this Territo-
ry is hundreds of miles in extent, and the
people were politically unorganized, yet
he gave them but four days in which to
contest the election, &nd would not ex-

tend the time one hour; for it is said that
a protest arrived at one o'clock on the
morning of the fifth day, whicji, had it
been regarded, would have changed five
seats in the Legislature ; but it was too
late by one hour and could not be re-

ceived.
The argument of the President may be

good against any objection to the acts
of the Legislature on his part, as in the
first place, he refused to protect the ballot-bo- x

from fraud, and in the second place,
so far as lay in his power, his appointee
legalized it, but is it good against the
people ?

The organic act provides for a legisla-

ture to be elected from, and by, the voters;
and a voter is to be " an actual resident
of said Territory," and ifany other set of
men either with or without the sanction
of the Executive, claim to be the Legis-

lature, are the people beund to regard
them as such ? Also, this act says, "it
is the true intent and meaning of this act
to leave the people of the Territory per-
fectly free to form and regulate their do-

mestic institutions in their own way, sub-

ject only to the Constitution of the Uni-

ted States," not subject to the people of
Missouri, or the Executive, or both of
them together. How can the true intent
of this law be carried out by a legislature
elected, as was that on the 30th March
last ? Yet that Legislature, elected from
and by the people of a neighboring State,
have assumed to pass laws for the peo-

ple of Kansas, and also to "legislate
Slavery into the Territory," which Con-

gress itself professed not to have the!
right to do, and these are the
laws that the President says must be en-

forced, even thdugh it require all the
army and navy of the United States and
the militia of the several States.
Undoubtedly one half of this force
will be 111 sufficient to enable him
to enforce any process, or to chop, shoot
and hang all the inhabitants. But all
the armies and navies in the world could
not make the people believe he had a
right to do it, or that the enactments of
that border legislature were binding up-

on the' people of Kansas. If Squatter
Sovereignty means simply that Congress
has no right to interfere with the affairs
of a Territory, but that the " Executive
and the people of another State have,
then most certainly that doctrine will be
very unpopular in Kansas.

Other reasons might be given to show
that no legal Legislature have ever passed
laws' in Kansas besides the above, or the
removal of the sittings from Pawnee to
the Shawnee Mission, . which is on the
Shawnee Reserve, as it is understood,
and can, consequently, " constitute no
part of the Territory of Kansas." The
organic act provides that "the persons
having the highest number of legal votes
in each district for members of the Coun- -

!cil,'for House of Representatives) shall
j be declared by the Governor Xo .be duly
' elected.' ! From his decision there is no
appeal, according to the act yet nine

i persons declared to be duly elected . by
i the Governor, were ejected by, the Leg--j
islature and others admitted. ' But one

I person it is believed, was "duly elected
j by the legal voters of the Territory, and ha
j resigned his seat regarding the whole
body Illegal His seat .was fiUed with-- 4

oat aa election and by the Legislature ;
hence, probably art one of tha members
of the body could have recei ved the suf-

frages of the legsX voters in: tha districts
they pretended to represent f vn

It is the enactments cf such a body.of
men that the anay, xavy andJ militia cf

i the country are to enwrca npeir a peopi3
who were told they should be free to

' form and regulate their domestic institu

tions in their own way ;" a body of
men elected by a neighboring State; who
did not sit at the seat of Govern
ment as required; who did sit at the
Shawnee Mission, understood to form no
partof the Territory of Kansas; who turn-
ed out nine of its legally elected members
and received in their stead nine persons
not legally elected; who filled a vacancy :

by appointment and not by ' election of
the voters of the district, &c., to say
nothing of the Draconian character of the
enactments. -

The President says " the constitution-
al means of relieving the people of unjust
administration and laws, by a change of
public agents, and by repeal, are ample."
This is usually the case, and ought al-

ways to be so, but the case of Kansas is
an exception. The administration of
Kansas has its head at Washington, and
we have not so much, as a vote in favor
of its continuance or removal, while the
repeal of any laws, under present arrange-
ments, by the people, is out of the ques-
tion, as the Legislature has disfranchised
a large majority of them. No man, in
favoPof a change or repeal of certain
laws, can vote under our new order of
things, and, consequently, no peaceable
way of establishing a government of the
people is left but to forma State Consti-
tution and ask for admission . into the
Union: This has been done, but the
President objects to our constitution, and
calls the movement for a State govern-
ment revolutionary, and intimates that
the forces of the Union must, if necessa-
ry, be brought against it, although he
admits that it was. not revolutionary for
other territories to do precisely what we
have done, as California, Michigan and
others. His reason is that the Constitu-
tion of Kansas was formed by tiparty and
not by the whole people. What are the
facts ? A bill calling for a convention
for the formation of a State constitution,
is said to have passed through one House
of the Mission Legislature and was de-

feated in the other only because they
feared the result would be Free a State.
In July and Aug. a pape'r was circulated
for the signatures of all such persons as
were desirous of forming a State govern-

ment and between one and two thou-

sand persons signed it. August 15;h
a general mass meeting of citizens, irre-

spective of party, was held at Lawrence
pursuant to public call signed " many
citizens," 't0 take into consideration the
propriety of calling a Territorial Dele-

gate Convention, preliminary to the form-

ation of a State government, and other
subjects of public interest." ' At this
meeting all parties participated, and the
following resolution were
adopted with; but one dissenting voice,
and that was an acknowledged disunion
Abolitionist, the only one of that party
at the meeting. . ,

Whereas, The people of Kansas Ter-

ritory have been, since its settlement, and
now are, without any law making power,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That we, the people ofKan-
sas in mass meeting assembled, irrespec-
tive ofparty distinctions, influenced by a
common necessity, and greatly desirous
of promoting the common good, do here
by call upon and request stilbona fide cit-

izens ofKansas Territory, of whatever po-

litical views or predilections, to consul to- -

getherintheirrespectiveelection districts,
and, in mass convention, or otherwise,
elect three Delegates for each Represent-
ative to which such district is entitled, in
the House of Representatives of the Leg-
islative Assembly, by proclamation of
Governor Reeder, of date 10th March,
1 855 ; said delegates to assemble in con-

vention at the townof Topeka on the 19th
day of September, 1855, then and there
to consider and determine upon all sub
jects of public interest, and particularly
upon that having reference to the speedy
formation of a Stale Constitution, with an
intention of an immediate application to
be admitted as a State into the Union of
the "United States of America.' "

This was the first public action taken
by, the people in their sovereign capacity
upon this subject, and all parties and sects
participated.

The next action was at a party conven-
tion held at Big Springs on the 5th and 6th
of September. A committee on State
organization was appointed, and made
the following report : .

vYour committee, after considering
the propriety of, taking .preliminary steps
to framing a constitution, and applying
for admission as a State into the Union,.
beg leave to report that, under the pres-
ent circumstances, they deem the move-
ment untimely and inexpedient" .

The following was offered as a substi-
tute for the report : . ,

Resolved, That this convention, in
view of its recent repudiation of the Acts
of the Kansas Legislative As-

sembly, respond most heartily to the call
made by the People's Convention," of the
15th ult; for a Delegate Convention

. .
of

. ' tr mtne people oi iansas - xemiory, to dc
held at Topeka on the 19th inst, to con-

sider the propriety of the formation of a
State constitution, and such other matters
as may" legitimately come " before' it';
This, is substitute was agreed to.-- v -

- Thus it appears that this party conven
tkn simply approved of the action of: the
citizen's convention at Lawrence, and let
the matter rest:,. "ZJJ-- l '.;'

' A Delegate convention, irrespective of
party, was held at Tcpeia, Sept. 19th and
20th, agreeably to the call of the Mass
convention of tha 1 5th of August' and
tha ; Mowing 'preanblaasd; resolution
were unanimously adopted: ii a,:

.r Wbxbxas, , the - constitution of .the

United States guarantees to the people of
I1

this republic, the right of assembling;
together in a peaceable manner for. their
common good, to 'establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the com
mon defence, promote the general welfare,
and. secure the blessings of liberty to
themselves ' and their posterity; and
whereas, the citizens of Kansas Territory
were prevented from electing members of
a Legislative Assembly, in pursuance of
a proclamation of Gov., Reeder, on the
30th of March last by invading forces
from foreign States coming into the Ter-
ritory and forcing upon the people a Leg-
islature of ts and others, in-

imical to the interests of the people of
Kansas Territory, defeating the object of
the organic act in consequence of which
the Territorial government became a per-
fect failure, and the people were left with-

out any legal government until their pa-

tience has become exhausted, and 'endur-
ance ceases to be a virtue ;' and they are
compelled to resort tothe only remedy
left that of forming a government for
themselves; therefore,

"Resolved, by the people of Kansas
Territory, in Delegate Convention as-

sembled, That an election shall be held
in the several election precincts of this
Territory on the 2d Tuesday of October
next, under the regulations and restric-

tions hereinafter imposed, for members of
a convention to form a constitution, adopt
a Bill of Rights for the people of Kansas,
and take all needful measures for organiz-
ing a .State government preparatory to
the admission of Kansas into the Union
asa State."

At this convention a Territorial Execu-

tive Committee was appointed, and that
committee, in accordance with the in-

structions of the convention, issued a
proclamation, commencing as follows :

"To the legal voters of Kansas :

"Whereas, the Territorial govern-
ment, as now constituted, for Kansas has
proved a failure squatter sovereignty un-

der its workings a miserable delusion in
proof of which it is only necessary to re-

fer to our past history and our present
deplorable conditionour ballot-boxe- s

have been taken possession of by bands
of araaed men from foreign States our
people forcibly driven therefrom persons
attempted to be foisted upon us as mem-

bers of a ed Legislature, unac-

quainted with our wants, and hostile to
our best interests some of them never
residents of our Territory nisnamed
laws passed, and now attempted to be en-

forced by the aid of citizens of foreign
States, of the most oppressive, tyrannical
and insulting character the right of suf-

frage taken from us debarred from the
privilege of a voice in the election of even
the most insignificant officers the right
of free speech stifled the muzzling of the
press attempted ; and whereas, longer for
bearance with such oppression has ceased
to be a virtue ; and whereas, the people of
this country have heretofore exercised the
right ofchanging their form ofgovernment
when it became oppressive, and have, at
all times, conceded this right to the people
in this and all other governments ; and
whereas, a Territorial form of government
is unknown to the constitution, and is the
mere creature of necessity, awaiting the
action of the people ; and whereas, the
debasing character of the slavery - which
now involves us impels us to action, and
leaves us the only legal and peaceful alter-
native, the immediate establishment of a
State government; and whereas, the Or-

ganic act fails in pointing out the course
to be adopted in an emergency like ours ;
therefore, you are requested to meet at
your several precincts in said Territory
hereinafter mentioned, on tbe 2d luesday
of October next it being the 9th day of
said month, and then and there cast your
ballots for members of aconvention, to
meet at Topekaon the 4th Tuesday of Oc-

tober next to form a constitution, adopt a
Bill of Rights for the people of Kansas,
and take all needful measures for organiz
ing a State government preparatory to the
admission of, Kansas into the Union as a

'State." .'
On the 4th Tuesday of October, the

constitutional convention assembled at To-

peka, and drafted a constitution which
was submitted to the : people on the 15th
of December, and by them approved, by
a very large majority men of all parties
voting.

Suchi in brief, is the history of the
constitutional movement in Kansas, and if
this is a party movement it is difficult to
see in what way a constitution can he
framed and adopted not open to this charge.
If the people or any portion of them, fail
ed to participate, it was theirown fault
and not the fault of those who were, ac-

tive. . Democrats, Hards and Softs,
Whigs, Hunkers and Liberals, Republi-
cans, Pro-slave- ry and Anti-slave- ry men
of all shades participated in the formation
of thetate governmentand if it be a par-

ty, movement at all it certainly cannot ba
a movement of one. party alone., Iiv a
republican government, lae majorit has'
no power to compel the minority to vote
on any 'question ; neither has tho minority ;
a right to object to the action of the nla ;
jorityr because-the- y did not choosa to act
with them. ,.

: ,; '
...

- The": President says : "No" princi-

ple" cf- - public law,' no practice "orcrs
cedent under the constitution of the Uni-

ted. States, no ralo of reassa, .right , ct .

common sense, confers any szzh. .portr
as that now claimed by aer parry in.

the Territory. ' In fact, wh4t v has
dons is cf aravolsticE&ry chirtctsr.
will beecms 5 treasonsbU . inssrieetiia if


